
 
Autumn: Childhood – (Aut1 - Toys & Aut2 - Victorian Schools) – big History focus 

 

Year 2 Topic Friday Medium Term Learning Journey 

Autumn 2019 

Topic Childhood 
 
(Autumn 1 Toys  
Autumn 2 Victorian School Child) 

Educational Visits/visitors 
 
Resources 

Friday 1st November Toy Museum Bethnal Green leaving school at 9:20am 

 Spotlight Talk on Moving Toys 

 During self-guided visit, focus on toys that interest individual children, the Pushes and Pulls section of the Moving Toys 
Gallery. 

Focus Text Loved to Bits - Teresa Heapy 
You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Victorian 
Schoolchild  
Toys in Space – Mini Grey 
Oliver Twist – Charles Dickens (Usborne 
Young Readers) 
A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
(Pantomime version by Piers Torday) 

Links with other subjects  A Christmas Carol – English  

 application of skills – handwriting, using word cards, LA children orally rehearsing simple sentences - English 

 working scientifically: ask simple questions and observe closely. explore use of everyday materials - Science  

 number of wheels, more than, less than, equal. – mathematics 

 use of technical vocabulary. ask relevant questions to extend understanding and build vocabulary and knowledge . drama and 
freeze framing - English 

 

 

Subject  Focus  Week 1 
6th September 

Week 2 
13th September 

Week 3 
20th September 

Week 4 
27th September 

Week 5 
4th October  

Week 6 
11th October 

Week 7 
18th October 
One session – Harvest Festival 

D&T 

 Observe  

 Design  

 Create  

 Evaluate  
 
How to use clay 
video – teaching 
points to structure 
PowerPoint 
 
 

Technique: To use 
clay as a material (Art 
Yr2) 
 
Outcome: To sculpt a 
clay toy 
 

 Observe - SINGLE SESSION (2) 
Investigate objects made from clay. 
Explore the different states of clay. 

 
To investigate the possibilities of a range 
of materials and processes 
 
Children experiment with clay, 
following these rules: 
1) Have fun 
2)  Keep things damp 
3)  Roll on the table work on the 

paper 
4)  Everything you make out of clay 

has to be thumbs up thick 

Develop skills - HALF SESSION (2) 
 
To investigate the possibilities of a range 

of materials and processes 
 
 
Children experiment with clay, 
following these rules: 
1) Have fun 
2)  Keep things damp 
3)  Roll on the table work on the 

paper 
4)  Everything you make out of clay 

has to be thumbs up thick 
5) Wet and wiggle, twist and stick. 

 Create– DOUBLE SESSION 
To try out tools and techniques and apply 
these to materials and processes 

 
Children create a clay of their toy, 
following these rules: 
1) Have fun 
2) Keep things damp 
3) Roll on the table work on the 

paper 
4) Everything you make out of clay 

has to be thumbs up thick 
5) Wet and wiggle, twist and stick 
6) Smooth every join. 

INSET Evaluate  - HALF SESSION (1) 
Evaluate ideas and products against 
design criteria  
 
- 
Children evaluate their clay toys. 
 
 

 
 

Vocab 
 
clay 
damp 
joins 
slip 
model 
soft 
hard 
shape 
texture 
dry out 
kiln 
fire 
proportion 
smooth 
 

 Show the children some soft clay. Tell 
them when the clay is soft it is called 
plastic. Ask them where does it come 
from?  
Pass around clay goat – why do we need 
to be careful?  Discuss how the clay has 
changed. Explain it has been fired in a 
kiln and glazed 
 
Introduce the rules of using clay. 
Demonstrate how to roll out a slab of clay 

to an even thickness.  Use modelling 
tools to experiment making textures and 
patterns, encourage children to explore 
the depth of the clay. 
 
clay goat 
Clay 
Water pots 
Modelling tools  
Flannels 
aprons 
 
 

Children practise joining bits of clay: 
Wet your finger, wiggle your finger twist 
and stick 
 
Clay 
Water pots 
Modelling tools  
flannels 
 

 Children prepare to manage their own 
individual and table space and continue 
to do so throughout session.  Nicola 
starts making model bunny whilst 
children prepared space. 
 
Nicola responsible for maintaining 
standards and guiding technique – 
changing water and cloths. 
 
Cristina responsible for taking photos inc 
one of each finished product and guiding 
technique.  And register please and 

thank you. 😊 

 
Show children how to smooth the joins. 
 

Ask children to make a sculpture from 
direct observation of teddy bears add 
surface texture and patterns using clay 
tools 
 
Toys 
Clay 
Water pots 
Modelling tools  
Flannels 
aprons 
 

 Children evaluate their clay toys against 
the following criteria: 
 

 Fun 

 Size 

 Shapes 

 Joins 

 Finish (texture) 
 
 
Where did these design criteria come 
from? 
Bring up idea of design criteria and they’ll 
be thinking about these in the Pushes 
and Pulls section of the Moving Toys 
Gallery the Toy Museum after half term 
and coming up with their own design 
criteria for making a moving toy, 
 
Clay models 
Books with learning journey 
Design criteria sheet 

Art & Design 

 Observe  

 Design  

 Create 

 Evaluate 
 

Technique: Close 
observation pencil 
drawing 
 
Outcome: Pencil 
drawings of toys 
 

  Observe – ONE AND A HALF 
SESSIONS (1) 
 
To record from first hand observation 
 
 
Children draw the outline of their toys 
onto whiteboard – adjusting 
continuously. 
 
Children draw the outline of their toys 
onto A4 paper using a selection of 
soft pencils. 

Design & Create – DOUBLE SESSION 
To record from first hand observation 
Learn about visual and tactile elements, 
including pattern and texture, line and 
tone, shape, form and space 
 
Children draw their toys on A4 paper. 
 

   

https://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uMCvWFqhdk


 
 

Vocab: 
 
sketch 
outline 
texture 
shape 
hard 
soft 
size 
proportion 
 

  Ask the children to bring to school their 
teddy bear. Discuss how does the bear 
feel? Describe the shape of the head, 
body, ears ,legs and arms. 
Where are the ears on the head? Ask the 
children to draw their bear in their 
sketchbook 
 
A proper process plus patience (and 
sometimes imagination) will result in a 
good artwork in the end.  
Follow simple, small, sequential tasks on 
PowerPoint 
 
Play video on loop silent during drawing 
for reference 
 

Images of Cristina and I with toys from 

when we were little 

Extra soft toys for sketching 

Whiteboards and pens 

Note – carefully positioned toys, calm 
atmosphere, close observations, editing 
on whiteboards and with rubbers. THE 
WAY YOU CAREFULLY COPIED ONTO 
PAPER AND IMPROVED YOUR 
DRAWING OVER AND OVER AGAIN 
THROUGHOUT THE SESSION. 
How did it feel to be an artist? 
They will be continuing from last week’s 
work and publishing but there’s one more 
stage… 
Introduce and explain the word texture-
the feel and appearance of a surface, 
especially how rough or smooth it is. 
Remind chn about their drawings of 
teddies and look at a couple of examples.  
Start from point 5 – shading – watch 
video from 10:00 
Model how to use finger instead of 
blender. 
 

A selection of soft pencils 

rubbers 

Extra soft toys for sketching 

   

History  

 

 

 SINGLE SESSION (1) 
I understand how to put objects in order 
of when they happened, using a scale 
the teacher has given me. 
I use words and phrases such as: 
recently, when my parents/carers were 
children, decades, and centuries. 

    HALF SESSION (2) 
I use words and phrases such as: 
recently, when my parents/carers were 
children, decades, and centuries. 
 

Vocab: 

century 
decade 
change 
timeline 
past 
present 
20th century 
21st century 

 

 Early work – children complete the My 
Life Timeline. They share and discuss on 
tables. 
 
Bring them to the carpet – draw out 
which toys they might have played with at 
different ages – how old do you think I 
was when I played with my bunny? 
 
Do you think children have always played 
with toys?  Tell them that this term on 
Topic Friday we will be learning about 
toys. Let’s go back in time 120 years … 
20thc timeline – Do you see any 
children?  Do you see any toys? 
 
Carousel images of toys from different 
decades from the 20th century – children 
order and present to the class 
 
Read Loved to Bits 
 

Children ask parents and grandparents to 
bring in toys and talk about toys they 
used to play with. 
Next week, they will bring in one toy for 
the display and to sketch. 
 
My bunny  
Major Events in My Life Timeline 
Copy of Loved to Bits 

    Introduce visit to Toy Museum and what 
children will do there – hands on session 
and x2 recording sheets. 
Identify DT design criteria – see above. 
 
Encourage children to keep talking to 
parents and grandparents etc about what 
they played with as a child – give them a 
recording sheet for half term, same as 
sheet they’ll complete on visit so they are 
familiar. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject  Focus  Week 1 
1st November leaving school at 9:20am 
Early work – ready for visit, no 
Collective worship watch funny video 

I will be asking which toys you saw next 
week  – memory test. 

Week 2 
8th November 

Week 3 
15th November 

Week 4 
22nd November 

Week 5 
29th November 

Week 6 
6th December 

Week 7 
13th December 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulctqQct1QM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxC5a7Qrstk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEfpubtmznY


 
D&T 
 Observe  

 Design  

 Create  

 Evaluate  
 
Follow scheme 

 

Technique: 

Mechanisms: Wheels 
and Axles  
 
 
Outcome: 
Pull Along Toy 
 

WHOLE DAY 
1st Nov Ed Visit – Toy Museum Bethnal 
Green 
 
Observe 
 
Draw out design criteria 
 
Explore and evaluate a range of existing 
products  
 
Children begin to identify the design 
criteria for a moving toy. 
 
Children choose one toy from the 
Pushes and Pulls display to complete 
sketch and evaluation 
 
 
Lunches and first aid 
Travel tickets 
Museum confirmations 
High viz jackets 
Clipboards for children 
Pencils 
Rubbers 

camera 
Adult pack 

 Recording sheets for children 
x2 each + spares 

 Ipad charged 

 Design criteria sheet x1 

 Risk assessment 

 Notes about Push and Pull 
section 

 Map of Museum 

 Double sided: world map + 
timeline 1800 – 2019 

 Key questions 
 

 Design - SINGLE SESSION (2) 

Display slideshow of wheels around the 
school on whiteboard. 
Read a story or non-fiction book that 
includes a wheeled product. Use this to 
introduce relevant vocabulary and to 
emphasise user and purpose. 
 
Generate initial ideas and simple design 
criteria through talking and using 
experience at Toy Museum  
 
Explore mechanisms: wheels and axles 

in their products. (around school 
 
 
Design purposeful, functional, appealing 
products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria  
 
Children identify the design criteria for 
a pull along toy. 
 
Children design their pull along toy – 
annotated drawing 
 

During tour: 
Children take photographs of how 
wheels and axles are used around the 
school. 

( 
 

Create – DOUBLE SESSION 
 
Create purposeful, functional, appealing 
products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 
 
Know and use technical vocabulary 
relevant to the project. 
 
Use mechanisms: wheels and axles in 
their products.  
 
 

 
Children create their pull along toy 
 

 Evaluate - ONE AND A HALF 
SESSIONS  
 
 
Create purposeful, functional, appealing 
products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 
 
Evaluate ideas and products against 
design criteria  
 
Children evaluate their pull along toy. 
 
 
 

Vocab: 
vehicle, wheel, axle,     
axle holder, chassis,    
body, cab  

  
assembling, cutting,   
joining, shaping,  
finishing,  fixed, free, 
moving, mechanism  
  
design, make, evaluate,  
purpose,      user,  
criteria,  functional 

Visit the Pushes and Pulls section of the 
Moving Toys Gallery, which looks at the 
toys that move by being pushed or pulled 
along by hand, by using a rocking, tilting 

or winding movement, with the aid of a 
string or by natural forces, such as 
gravity, magnets, wind or heat.  
 
There are hundreds of objects on display 
in Pushes and Pulls, including pedal cars 
and scooters, spinning tops, pull-along 
toy animals, rocking horses, puppets, toy 
theatres, and much more. 
 
Discuss what makes a successful pull 
along toy through questioning, direct 
children’s observations e.g. 
the number, size, position and methods 
of fixing wheels and axles.  
How do you think the wheels move?  
How do you think the wheels are fixed 
on?  
Why do you think the product has this 
number of wheels?  
Why do you think the wheels are round?  
 
Adult to record for their group and return 
to Nicola. 
 

 Children design and draw their pull along 
toy, stating the user and purpose, and 
labelling the main parts e.g. body, 
chassis, wheels, axles and axle holders. 
 
 
Walk around the school building and 
grounds, observing how wheels and 
axles are used in daily life. 
 
Take photographs 

 Using construction kits with wheels and 
axles, ask children to make a product 
that moves.  
Demonstrate to children how wheels and 

axles may be assembled as either fixed 
axles or free axles.   
Show different ways of making axle 
holders and stress the importance of 
making sure the axles run freely within 
the holders.   
Ensure that children are taught how to 
mark out, hold, cut and join materials and 
components correctly 
 
card boxes, card, cotton reels, plastic 
tubing,  dowel, clothes pegs, paper 
sticks/dowel,         paper/plastic straws, 

card discs, MDF wheels       
  
single hole punch, card drill, cutting mat, 
masking  tape, PVA glue, paint, thin/thick 
paint brushes, left/right handed scissors   
 

  
Discuss how the children might add 
finishing techniques to their product with 
reference to their design ideas and 

criteria – give children to opportunity to 
complete their moving vehicles before 
evaluation. 
 
 
Ask children to evaluate their finished pull 
along toy, communicating how it works 
and how it matches their design criteria, 
including any changes they made against 
design criteria identified by the children 
on 1.11 and 8.11 
 
 
 
ExtensionChildren swap presents and 
wrap for one another before ‘gifting’ their 
own toy back to them. 
 
paint, thin/thick paint brushes,  felt tip 
pens, decorative  paper, double sided 
sticky fixers, left/right handed scissors   
 

History  

 

 

1st Nov Ed Visit – Toy Museum Bethnal 
Green - WHOLE DAY 
 
 
I use words and phrases such as: 
recently, when my parents/carers were 
children, decades, and centuries. 
 

To use artefacts, pictures, stories to find 
out about the past. 

To use time lines to scaffold talk using 
words or phrases such as: past, present, 
older and newer. 

To show an understanding of the concept 
of nation and a nation’s history. 

DOUBLE SESSION  

To use stories, photographs to find out 
about the past. 

To place events and artefacts in order on 
a time line. 

To recognise that there are reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did. 

To use dates where appropriate 

Drama and Freeze framing of rich and 
poor children’s experiences and 
associated recording sheet. 

SINGLE SESSION (1) 

To use the features of a Victorian 
building and books to find out about the 
past. 

To use dates where appropriate 

To place events and artefacts in order on 
a time line. 

 
Children tour the school and identify 
Victorian features – mark on plan of 
the school. 

DOUBLE SESSION  

To use immersive role paly to find out 
about the past. 

To recognise that there are reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did. 

Children participate in a Victorian 
school morning in the hall. 

 DOUBLE SESSION 
 

To use online sources to find out about 
the past. 

To recognise that there are reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did. 

Decide once visit is pinned down 

 

 
12th Dec Ed Visit – A Christmas Carol 
pantomime at Wilton’s Music Hall 
 

To use the features of a Victorian 
building and play (pantomime) to find out 
about the past. 

 
 
Leave after lunch – or earlier, 
possibility / suitability of history of 
Wilton Hall visit? Pantomime starts at 
2:30pm 
 

http://www.bamptonprimaryschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/1_2-Wheels-and-axles.pdf
http://www.wiltons.org.uk/heritage/history
http://www.wiltons.org.uk/heritage/history


 
Children participate in Spotlight Talk 
on Moving Toys 
 
Children talk about the toys that 
interest them on display throughout 
the gallery. 

 

 

. 

 

 

Vocab: 

century 
decade 
change 
timeline 
past 
present 
19th century 
20th century 
21st century 
Victorians 
rich 
poor 
 
 

 

 

 

Each adult has a 20th century timeline 
extended to 2019 with the year children 
and adults (if they are willing) were born 
marked on there – along with major 
historical events. 
 
Each adult has a world map. 
 
Use these as aids when discussing the 
toys that interest the children, especially 
in the pushes and pulls gallery – children 
photograph the toys that interest them on 
ipads. 
 
Are all of the toys from Great Britain?  
How do you know? 
 
Take photographs on camera during 
Spotlight Talk. 

Rich children poor children in 
Victorian England 
 
 
Start with timelines from museum visit – 
extend back to 200 years ago, when 
Queen Victoria was born in 1819. 
Mark on 1855, when St Alfege’s School 
was built. 
 
Look at photos of Victorian children 
playing with toys?  Do you think this is all 
they did?  Do you think their lives were 
very different from yours? 
 
Teach about how wealthy children were 
tutored and poor children had to work, 
the poorest in the workhouse. 
 
Children sort a selection of photographs 
into rich, poor and very poor (workhouse) 
 
 

 
Groups of children explore the stories 
and watch associated video clips on 
ipads. 
They act them out for the class - freeze 
framing a key scene. 
 
Children prepare thought / speech bubble 
responses, whilst I upload photos to 
group sheets. 
 
Correct errors and children record on 
sheets. 
 
Feelings vocab. 
Photos of rich and poor and workhouse 
Victorian children and associated video 
clips saved in pupil shared 
Recording sheet template ready for 
photographs 
 
 
 
 

Victorian school building inc St Alfege 
 
 
The main school building dates from c1865-6 
and has been listed by English Heritage as 
being of historic and architectural interest. 
 
Is there an alumni / building expert of St 
Alfege’s  who would give a tour?  Ask 
Dave (inc about a plan of the school) and 
via governors. 
 
 
Look for the features inc: 
 
Is there anything about the history of the 
school building in the resource room? 
 
 
What would children have worn to school 
in Victorian times?  Heads up about next 
week. 
 
 
Plan of school] 
camera 
Ipads 
 
 

Victorian school day inc Victorian 
punishments 
 
Children dress up – adults in role 
Set out hall (books out for the am – what 
time does lunch prep start?) as if in 
Victorian times –  
 
 
 
 
tables in rows 
Blackboard? 
Dunce’s cap 
Cane 
Victorian lessons: prayers, dictation etc. 
Any artefacts in resource room? 
 
 
 

 Prep for Educational visit: Rich 
children poor children in Victorian 
England 
 
Including Music Halls and the Christmas 
experience: A Christmas Carol 
 
 

"The most important surviving early 
music hall to be seen anywhere... It is 
of outstanding architectural and 
archaeological significance" – The 
Theatres Trust 

Our history extends back to the 1690s. 
The buildings that now house our box 
office, bars, offices and rehearsal space 
began as houses, shops and a pub. It 
was John Wilton who went on to build the 
Victorian Music Hall, as it now stands, in 
1859 behind the row of buildings on 
Graces Alley.  Wilton's ambition was to 
provide West End glamour, comfort and 
first-rate entertainment for East End 
working people.  
 
 

Art & Design 

 Observe  

 Design  

 Create 

 Evaluate 
 
Application of skills 
taught in Aut 1 

 

Technique: Close 
observation pencil 
drawing 
 
Outcome: Pencil 
drawings of toys 
 

WHOLE DAY 
1st Nov Ed Visit – Toy Museum Bethnal 
Green 
 
Create  
To record from first hand observation 
 
Children draw their chosen toys on A4 
paper. 
 

      

Vocab: 
 
sketch 
outline 
texture 
shape 
hard 
soft 
size 
proportion 
 

Children draw 2 toys of their choice, 
including one pull along toy  
 
 
 
 

      

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1214186
https://www.pierstorday.co.uk/scrooge-as-youve-never-seen-her-before/

